ED 928: Proseminar in Educational Policy 

Syllabus Fall 2010

Fall Semester - Friday 12:30-2:00 Erickson Hall Room 226

Spring Semester – Friday 11:00-12:20 Erickson Hall Room 222
Instructor: Dr. Rebecca Jacobsen   
Phone: (517) 353-1993



rjacobs@msu.edu

Office: 116 G Erickson Hall
RJ’s Task Master (AKA – Research Assistant and 2nd Year Policy Student): Andrew Saultz     

        saultzan@msu.edu
Secretary: Jackie Hohenstein (313 Erickson)
Course Description: This yearlong course is a weekly seminar series for incoming educational policy students. Students will be introduced to the sociology, politics and economics of education, as well as international educational issues.  These four areas will be covered in a series of seminars, and are the basis for the comprehensive exam at the end of first year.  Students will be given short readings that will provide a broad overview of these major fields within educational policy.  

The course will also introduce students to resources and faculty at Michigan State University.  Various faculty members will present their current research throughout the term, and research opportunities for students. Finally, the course helps students learn the culture, expectations, and structure of the educational policy program.  

*Please Note: Because this course is “taught” by many different professors and guest lecturers, variation in style, content and expectations will occur. This is inevitable. But it also serves as an opportunity to explore different approaches to topics and teaching. If questions arise regarding this, please contact Dr. Jacobsen anytime.
Course Objectives:  
1) To expose policy students to cutting edge research on some of the most current debates in education policy.

2) To provide students with an orientation to campus research opportunities in education policy.

3) To help students prepare for comprehensive exams that students will take the summer following the first year.

4) To introduce students to the logistics of the policy program.

Course Requirements:  

1 ) Class Participation and Attendance
Learning how to think and talk critically about ideas and evidence are central tasks for the advanced graduate student. Accordingly, it is very important that all members of the class do the required reading and do so before the class session at which it will be discussed. It is expected that students will bring questions related to the text to each class and make references to the reading during class discussions. 

Regular on-time attendance and full participation in class is critical to learning. Of course, illness and other emergencies cannot be avoided (within reason). If you are unable to attend a class session, you must email me in advance. If you miss more than one class, additional work will be expected to make up for the missed class sessions. Decisions for what is considered appropriate make up work will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. Students are responsible for initiating this process. 

I take class participation seriously. That means having things to say (and questions to ask) that are interesting, original, and helpful to the other students. The professor reserves the right to adjust your grade as a response to absences or excessive tardiness. 

2) Course Readings
Ravitch, Diane. (2010). The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education. New York City, NY. Basic Books. 

Weekly readings will be provided by most of the guest lecturers and posted to the ED928 Angel site no later than one week prior to when they are due. Papers that are received after this deadline will be considered optional readings.
3) Core Content Sessions and Papers
Students will write a short summary paper for the sociology of education, international education issues and the politics of education sessions. The professors will provide details during the sessions.
Because these sessions are tied to the comprehensive exams, students are encouraged to consider the following “big ideas” during these sessions. 

1. What are the major debates or discussions in this sub-field of education policy?

a. What are the different perspectives on the debates?

b. How have the debates evolved as we have learned more?

c. What were the major turning points in the debates and what caused the shift?

2. What theories or perspectives are commonly used in this sub-field of education policy? 

3. How does theory shape the questions asked and evidence gathered?

4. What policy issues are currently being explored by scholars of this sub-field of education policy? What’s not being discussed?
4) Conference Research Project

Presenting our hypotheses and findings publically for review is a critical component to the research process. But education policy research does not have a singular outlet for such conversations. Therefore, students will explore the different conferences available for education policy research. Each student will examine a conference and then present their assessment to the class. You should think about the following: who presents at this conference; what topics or policy issues are covered; what theoretical frameworks are used; who attends (academics only or policy makers and practitioners too); what data are used as evidence; and what are the nuts and bolts of the conference (proposal process and timeline, fees, graduate student scholarships/fellowships, organizational structure, etc.)
Course Evaluation 

This course uses the pass/fail grading system. Students will receive one grade for spring semester 2011 that will reflect both fall and spring participation. 
Grading will be based on attendance, participation and successful completion of assignments. 
 

Other Important Information:  

Students with disabilities: I will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. Please feel free to speak with me if there are issues of which I should be aware.  

Academic Honesty and Integrity: We assume that students are honest and that all course work represents the student’s own work. Violations of the academic integrity policy such as cheating, plagiarism, selling course assignments or academic fraud are grounds for academic action and/or disciplinary sanction as described in the University’s student conduct code.  

Incidents of Plagiarism: They will be taken very seriously and will be pursued. Students are strongly cautioned not to copy any text verbatim without appropriate quotations and source citations. 

For University regulations on academic dishonesty and plagiarism, please refer to:
http://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/plagiarism.html 

http://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/plagiarism.html
Course Schedule ED 928: Fall Semester 
Class meets from 12:30-2:00 pm in Erickson Hall 226 unless otherwise noted
Week 1 (9/3) Educational Policy Orientation (Dr. Sedlak) 
Week 2 (9/10) Educational Policy Center Orientation (Dr. Floden), Discuss Ravitch Book (Dr. Jacobsen)
Week 3 (9/17) Dr. Diane Whitmore Schazenbach, University of Chicago (Econ of Ed) Note: This class meets from 1:30-3:00 pm, room TBD
Week 4 (9/24) Research Seminar (Dr. Bill Schimdt)
*Week 5 (10/1) Sociology of Education (Dr. Peter Youngs) 
Week 6 (10/8) Research Seminar (Dr. Ken Frank)
*Week 7 (10/15) Sociology of Education (Dr. Peter Youngs)
Week 8(10/22) Research Seminar (Dr. Sarah Reckhow)
*Week 9 (10/29) Sociology of Education (Dr. Peter Youngs)
*Week 10 (11/5) Politics of Education (Dr. Jacobsen)
*Week 11(11/12) Politics of Education (Dr. Jacobsen)
Week 12 (11/19) Dr. Sandy Baum, Skidmore College (Econ of Ed) Note: This class meets from 12:00-1:30 pm in 133 F Erickson Hall
Week 13 (11/26) No Class
Week 14 (12/3) Research Seminar (Dr. Gary Sykes)

Week 15 (12/10) Conference Research Project Due
Week 16 (12/17) Holiday Party (Dr. Jacobsen’s House)
Week 17 (12/17) Recommended Session Dr. Jonathan Guryan, University of Chicago (Econ of Ed) Note: Colloquium meets from 1:30-3:00 pm, room TBD
*indicates a core content session

Course Schedule ED 928: Spring Semester 
Class meets from 11-12:30 pm in Erickson Hall 222 unless otherwise noted
*Week 1 (1/14) International Education (Dr. Amita Chudgar) 
*Week 2 (1/21) International Education (Dr. Amita Chudgar)
*Week 3 (1/28) International Education (Dr. Amita Chudgar)
Week 4 (2/4) Research Seminar (Dr. Nell Duke, Literacy Research)
*Week 5 (2/11) Economics of Education (Dr. Cassie Guarino) 
Week 6 (2/18) Research Seminar (Dr. Dorothea Anagnostopoulos, Research on Urban schools) 
*Week 7 (2/25) Economics of Education (Dr. Cassie Guarino)
Week 8-9(3/4-3/11) SPRING BREAK
Week 10 (3/18) External Funding/ Grant Proposals (Chris Glass, IRTL)
Week 11 (3/25) ECONOMICS OF EDUCATION speaker, (Dr. Nora Gordon, Georgetown University) ***meets 1:30-3
Week 12(4/1) Research Seminar (Dr. Kristin Phillips, International Research)
Week 13 (4/8) AERA, NO CLASS
Week 14 (4/15) IRB overview, (Judy McMillian)
Week 15 (4/22) How to prepare for comps (Dr. Jacobsen)

* indicates a core session

